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FACT SHEET:  PROPOSED CONTRACT BETWEEN LOPEZ ISLAND HOSPITAL DISTRICT AND SEA MAR COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS

Negotiations are complete on a contract with Sea Mar Community Health Centers (Sea Mar) to operate the Lopez Island Medical Clinic. To go into effect, the contract must be approved by a majority of the Lopez Island Hospital District (LIHD) Board of Commissioners.  

KEY PROVISIONS OF THE CONTRACT
Start Date: Sea Mar is ready to assume operation of the Lopez Clinic on Monday, June 29, 2026 to ensure no interruption of service to Lopez residents. 

Term of Contract: The initial term of the contract is five years, followed by automatic one-year renewals. While both LIHD and Sea Mar are working toward a long term relationship, after 2029 either party may terminate the contract with 12 months notice.

Coordination: Sea Mar will provide monthly operational reports and quarterly quality assurance reports to LIHD, in addition to regularly scheduled meetings.

Patient Access: Sea Mar will provide a sliding scale and care for all patients regardless of their ability to pay. Sea Mar accepts most insurance, including Medicare, Medicaid and Ambetter. See a list of accepted insurance at: https://lopezislandhd.org/sea-mar-2026-health-dental-insurance-list/ 

Staffing: Sea Mar has agreed to offer a position to every existing clinic staff member and match their current salary. Recruitment for a doctor will begin after the contract is signed.

Subsidy: The initial subsidy from LIHD will be capped at $708,108 for the first nine months, the same cap that existed for UW operation of the clinic.  Initial budget projections indicate that Sea Mar will request a smaller subsidy.  LIHD funds may be available for investments in other health care services.

Start-up Costs: LIHD will provide Sea Mar with $387,245 to cover start-up costs, including installing the Sea Mar technology system (and MyChart) in the clinic.

MORE INFORMATION
Visit https://lopezislandhd.org/clinic-transition-faq/ for answers to Frequently Asked Questions about the clinic transition. Find meeting announcements, agendas, and background documents at  https://lopezislandhd.org/news/  For background, visit https://lopezislandhd.org/transition/  To learn more about Sea Mar’s mission, visit https://www.seamar.org/
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